Lancashire Adult Learning

Dia-logos: Language Learning as a Key to Participation and Integration:
Grundtvig European Trans-National Project
Lancashire Adult Learning, through one of its constituent adult colleges, Lancashire College, is a partner in a European trans-national project called “Dia-logos: Language Learning as a Key to Participation and Integration”. 

The project has been set up to enable participating organisations to discuss and share experiences on how different countries, including the UK, facilitate the integration of new migrants to their respective countries through adult language learning and citizenship and integration courses.   

The first event of the project took place from 10 to 13 January 2008 at Lancashire College.  Delegates came from Germany, Austria, Sweden and Finland as well as from across Lancashire Adult Learning.  
The event was launched with a keynote speech on the UK national context in relation to provision for English for Speakers of other Languages (ESOL) by Jane Ward, a senior officer for NIACE (National Institute for Adult Continuing Education) and a recognised national expert in this field.  There then followed a series of presentations from participating countries on their national contexts followed by workshops and activities designed to enable participants to share experience and information

The rest of the weekend event focussed on how participating organisations promote and ensure the quality of provision in language and integration / citizenship provision. Visits also took place to community organisations in Preston with which Lancashire College works in partnership to deliver language and citizenship courses. Delegates had the opportunity to meet learners at the Pukar Centre and visit the temple and community facilities at the Gujerati Hindu Centre.

The whole event was very successful and ensured that the project got off to an excellent start. Feedback from all participants was very positive with everyone commenting on how much they had learned from the event and how valuable it would be in relation to developing this area of work in their own countries.
The project will continue until summer 2009. Further events are planned in Gothenburg, Vienna and Berlin as well as a second event at Lancashire College in February 2009.

The outcomes of the project will be widely disseminated within the countries of the participating organisations. In the UK, NIACE have indicated that they would be very interested in working with Lancashire College in publicising the outcomes across the country. 
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