Adult Education in Sweden

Sweden has long ranked high among European countries in terms of its commitment to adult learning. The municipally run adult education system was established in 1968 and comprises 1/ municipal adult education, 2/ education for adults with learning disabilities and 3/ Swedish for immigrants. 

It comes under the Education Act and the Municipal Education Ordinance and is funded by government grants.

There is also advanced vocational education and training as well as supplementary educational programmes. These are developed on the basis of local initiatives.
1/ Municipal adult education aims at providing adults with a/ skills equivalent to 9-year compulsory school ( basic adult education ) and b/ upper secondary adult education.

Municipal adult education share the same curriculum as the compulsory school. The goals of the national syllabuses are also the same. 

Education is to be based on the needs and abilities of the individual. Support for adult learning may take the form of teaching, supervision, study guidance, assessment of goal attainment or knowledge. 

Each learner should have an individual study plan based on her or his abilities and life situation.

Municipal adult education should be distinguished by accessibility and flexibility in terms of time and location.
2/ Adult education for the intellectually disabled.

The scheme is divided into basic adult education and upper secondary level education. It is intended for adults with intellectual disabilities, acquired brain injuries, autism or autism-related conditions.

The system follows the same curriculum as municipal adult education but follows specially adapted syllabuses.

3/ Swedish for Immigrants
Immigrants over 20 years of age are entitled to study SFI. They need to have a Swedish residence permit. 

You will be offered a place within three months of registration. Classes start at all times of the year. You can register at any time.
SFI is free of charge and so is course material but students are expected to bring their own dictionaries. 

Students are not entitled to study allowances but there are certain rules for those with unemployment benefits.

You have the right to continue the course as long as you are making satisfactory progress.

The length of the course will vary depending on factors such as educational background, job experience, age, family situation, knowledge of other languages and motivation.

The number of study hours vary from 15 to 30 hours a week. Evening classes five hours a week. 
There are special classes for those with seeing and hearing difficulties and for those with traumatic experiences. Workplace-based SFI combines language studies with a place of integration ( on the job training ) and/or with vocational courses.

There are three different study paths- SFI 1, SFI 2 and SFI 3. Each of them is made up of two separate courses that define the progression within the programme.

SFI 1 consists of courses A and B and are for those who have very little or no schooling.

This track gives adult immigrants who cannot read or write or count the opportunity to acquire these skills too.

SFI 2 consists of courses B and C and suits those who have reached secondary level.

Focus here is preparing the students for working life.

SFI 3 containing courses C and D are suitable for those with an upper secondary school or university education.

When you have passed course D and got your SFI-certificate you are entitled to continue your Swedish studies applying for Swedish as a Second Language, SAS. SASG means basic level. SASA and SASB correspond to upper secondary level.
Liberal adult education
Liberal adult education has a long history in Swedish society, from the 19th century. It is characterised by the fact that it is “free and voluntary”. 

There are 1/ Folk High Schools ( 148 ) and 2/ Study associations ( 9 ). 

Both receive government grants. The Government issues guidelines for how grants are to be used and how activities are to be reported.

1/ Folk High Schools are not bound by centrally determined curriculae. They can design their teaching and subject specialisation with different target groups in mind Teaching methods are characterised by interdisciplinary studies. Students should collectively influence the direction and contents of their studies.
2/ The study associations have different goals and directions since they belong to different popular movements. Folkuniversitetet is an exception here being totally independent.

In addition to running study circles the study associations also organise extensive cultural activities.

Folkuniversitetet offers a wide range of adult education all over Sweden. It is an association of five non profit foundations : the extra mural departments attached to the Universities of Stockholm, Uppsala, Göteborg, Lund and Umeå. Our origin can be traced back to 1917 and we became a state supported organisation in1947. In the 1970´s and 1980´s Folkuniversitetet has became a leading actor in lifelong learning. We receive financial support from the state and the municipalities but most activities are financed by course fees from private individuals, private business and public authorities. Our annual turnover is approximately 100 million Euro.

We offer :
Study circles. International language examinations. IT and E-learning. Professionally oriented schools of dance and music. Cultural activities. Lectures on popular science. Secondary schools. Folk High Schools. Educational training for people who need new skills for use in labour market contexts. Activities for people with mental and physical disabilities. International projects and partnership.
Folkuniversitetet has a long tradition of organising courses in Swedish as a foreign language for students, academics and immigrants. 

In Göteborg we also organise SFI, contracted by the Municipal Adult Education Administration. We delivered a tender and told them what we could offer in forms of specialised courses and how we work with quality to reach our goals.
Today the SFI-department staff consist of 50 people : four administrators, one guidance officer, one social officer and 44 teachers most of which are permanently employed, working full time. All year round we have about 600 students in the system.
We offer two types of SFI-courses: a/The College Track for motivated students with a very good educational background and b/ SFI for people suffering from post traumatic stress and/or hearing problems.
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