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Project ISIS (Volkshochschule Rudolfsheim- Fünfhaus), Petra Amster
1. Short introduction into the Austrian Education System:

-Diagram of the Austrian Education System  (Over-Head- presentation)

Compulsory schooling starts at the age of six and lasts for nine years. 

Primary level

Every child´s education starts with four years at primary school (Volksschule). Children with special educational needs can attend either a special needs school (Sonderschule) or primary school classes that run in an integrative scheme.

Secondary level I

After primary education, pupils have to choose between two types of school that last for four years each: 

           -      the lower secondary school (Hauptschule), cooperative secondary school (Kooperative  Mittelschule)
·  the lower cycle of secondary academic school (AHS- Unterstufe)
Children with special educational needs can continue attending a special needs school

Secondary level II

The final year of compulsory schooling corresponds to the first year oft the upper secondary level. At this point the school system´s differentiation increases. Students have the choice between:

-   vocational education and training (VET) programmes (VET college, VET school, …) and

-   general education programmes (secondary academic school- upper cycle = AHS- Oberstufe)
2.     Weak spots of the Austrian School System:

· Early segregation into different types of schools  - social selection

· Little permeability  within the school system

· Short compulsary schooling (9 years)

· Not enough whole- day schooling

· Little recognition of bilingualism

· High drop-out rate among migrant pupils (often without a completed compulsory schooling) and students

3. Presentation of project ISIS:

ISIS (Integration of students in schools) is a learn- coaching and learn- training programme financed by the Federal Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture (BMUKK) and the European Social Funds (ESF), 3 years duration (September 2007 to August 2010).

Target group: 

Young migrant students (15- 25 years) attending VET schools, VET colleges, technical and vocational schools and colleges for people under employment and secondary academic schools (upper level)

Students:

46 participants with 16 different native languages with very good skills of German; 75% of the students are female and more than 40% have the Austrian citizenship.

Targets and contents of project ISIS:

· Learning support especially in German, English and economical subjects 

·  Individual coaching in small groups

· Acquisition of learning techniques and strategies

· Social, psychological and educational guidance and counselling

· Cooperation with schools and teachers

· Cooperation with social and educational institutions (partner of DYNAMO)

· Non- school based, free of charge measure

Experience till now, limits of support:

· The demand is bigger than the supply

·  Achievement and improvement presume periodical participation

·  Obligations relating to presence are difficult to establish

· Offer is limited to timetable of students

·  Wrong choice of school 
· Several other commitments in the afternoon

