Grundtvig Learning Partnership
Vienna, October 2 – 5 2008

Literacy for Migrants

In our classes, we come across 3 different types of ‘illiterate’ learners
(illiterate is assumed to mean learners who cannot read and write in English and/or their own language):
	1

Good speaking and listening skills in English

	2

No speaking and listening skills in English
	3

Learning difficulty

	Typical learners:
· in employment

· may have some form of formal education in original country

· EU/Asian heritage background

· long term UK residents

	Typical learners:
· older Asian heritage background female

· limited or no formal education in original country 


	Typical learners:
· undiagnosed ‘need’

· limited or no formal education in original country

	Challenges:
· may benefit from native adult literacy teaching methodology BUT no grammar knowledge/vocabulary so may need bi-lingual support

	Challenges:
· not an academic language learner
· no vocabulary in English
· no study skills
	Challenges:
· no Learning Support assessment resources to identify need

· not an academic language learner

· no vocabulary in English
· no study skills



	Tutor: Native speaker
	Tutor: Bi-lingual tutor and bi-lingual support??
	Tutor: Bi-lingual tutor and bi-lingual Learning Support staff
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