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Integration Agreement and Integration Courses in Austria 
Status January 2008
Basis: Austrian Residence Law (Niederlassungs- und Aufenthaltsrecht) since 2003, amendment 2006 
-> Integration Agreement (IA): obligatory language course + exam within 5 years after conferring of status of residence
Authorities in charge: Federal Ministry of the Interior (BM.I), Austrian Integration Fund (ÖIF), residence authorities (Bezirkshauptmannschaften)
Courses: 
Module 1: literacy (75 teaching units/ 1 teaching unit = 45 minutes)


Module 2: German-integration course (300 teaching units)
The Integration Agreement aims at enabling migrants to learn enough German to participate in the social, economic and cultural life of the host country, the focus is on the skills of reading and writing.
Target group: persons who are neither Austrian nor EU-citizens (“Drittstaatsangehörige) and who want to stay in Austria for more than one year, new immigrants
Compulsory measures:

Alternatives: 
· Proof of German-knowledge with a diploma/certificate (level A2),

· various exceptions (especially for workers with key qualifications)
· no “reward” for successful completion

· non-compliance can lead to the loss of the status of residence at the final level of jurisdiction
Course-providers are certified by the Austrian Integration Fund (ÖIF) – extremely broad criteria for selection
“When planning and holding literacy and German-integration courses the course-provider has to adhere to the frame-curricula, to provide accompanying measures in regard to quality assurance and to document them. Accompanying measures are in particular conversations with the trainers and the teachers for evaluation purposes of the lessons and the conveyed content of teaching in regard to the aim of the courses.” (Excerpt of the law)
Teachers: broad profile of competence (none for literacy)
· training-course for teaching German as a foreign language + 1 year of teaching practice

· vocational training at a pedagogical academy + 1 year of teaching practice

· university study of German or a foreign language + 1 year of teaching practice

· 10 years of teaching practice at an official Austrian school

Costs: 
The state covers 100% of the literacy course and 50% of the German-integration course up to a maximum of 375€ for module 1 and 750€ for module 2
federal states also offer funding (varies from state to state); in Vienna the migrants have to pay 5-40% of the costs, the rest is covered by the local government

Module 1: literacy course 
Acquisition of reading- and writing skills

Course content: teaching of letters and sounds, vocabulary and autonomous learning-strategies

No preset topics

Completion: course confirmation (regular participation; learning progress control

After successful completion: attendance of German-integration course

Module 2: German-integration course 
Content: 

· Every day life (identity, accommodation, nutrition, health, traffic, vocational training, work, leisure-time etc.)
· Administration (bureaucracy, social system, contracts etc.)
· Citizenship studies as well as regional and cultural studies (basic values of European, democratic societies, form of government, political institutions, federal states, history)
Completion (2 options):
- Test at the level A2 which takes into account the particularities of language-learning of migrants as well as specific learning conditions or
- Proof of knowledge at A2-level with an accredited exam (e.g. Austrian Language Diploma = ÖSD)

Evaluation of the measures:
Nationwide and/or regional measure-packages such as:

- Course-providers have to write attendance-lists, 

- Documentation of accompanying measures in regard to quality assurance

- Documentation of the learning process – both have to be retained for 5 years and sent the ÖIF if required

- Employees of ÖIF are allowed to participate in a course in order to evaluate it

Different formats of language courses:
- Standard integration-courses (ranging from 3 to 30 teaching-units a week)

- Special courses for young adults (15-25)

- Crash courses for job-seekers 

- Special mother-and-child courses (“Mama lernt Deutsch”)

- Decentralized courses in migration-organisation, kinder-gardens, schools etc.
Sources: Trinational expert-meetings, ÖIF and VÖV-homepages
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