The current situation in England* in relation to language and integration courses for people with migrational backgrounds

The delivery of ESOL provision for adults is part of the government’s ‘Skills for Life’ policy and strategy  to improve literacy, language and numeracy skills. The policy focuses on developing skills up to level 2 (B1?). Over the last five to ten years there has been an increasing demand for English language skills (ESOL) among individuals settling in the UK.  

There is a diverse range of groups requiring support to develop their English language skills including well-established communities from, for example, the Indian  sub-continent as well as more recently group of migrants from, for example, Eastern Europe. Refugees and asylum seekers from all over the world are also key target groups. 

Most ESOL provision consists of general English language courses up to level 2 , but  of increasing importance is  ESOL for employment,  ESOL for citizenship, and  higher-level provision. A key feature nationally though is the insufficiency of provision caused primarily by lack of capacity.
The concept of ‘integration courses’ does not exist in the way it does in many other European countries.  However, much of the context for general English language courses relates to the theme of integration into British society. This is reflected in the national curriculum and related learning materials for ESOL. In addition, preparation for taking the Citizenship test is embedded where appropriate into language courses.

Whilst English for ‘survival’ and English for employability and work have been the most significant characteristics of the provision, increasingly the concept of English for community cohesion is being used.  Linked to this is the concept of embedding English tuition within the learning context of civic and democratic participation.  In early 2008, the government signalled its intention to increasingly focus public funding on developing the skills of learners who were planning to remain in the country long-term and to use the funding to enhance such learners’ integration into British society whilst simultaneously developing their language skills. 

(*The situation in the other three constituent countries of the UK is different although with many similarities)
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